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PRECISIONEERED® RELOADING EQUIPMENT

We think that we make the very best
reloading equipment in the world.
If you agree, please tell your friends.
If you disagree, tell us - we want to do something about it!

Customer Service
530-538-2699
or visit www.rcbs.com
RCBS ¢ 605 Oro Dam Blvd. East ® Oroville, CA 95965

7200571/03-26

RLCBS

POWDER
CHECKER

: l[»k. u:.'uu;\
Instructions for Use




GENERAL INFORMATION

The RCBS Powder Checker Die is a simple mechanical device for
progressive reloading tools that confirms the presence of powder in
a cartridge case before the bullet is seated and crimped. Located
between the powder charging station and bullet seating station, Powder
Checker provides a quick visual check for powder while reloading.
The die has a corrosion resistant black oxide finish with contrasting
white indicators for good visibility and standard 7 x 14 threads.

The Powder Checker Die is not designed to replace the weighing
of a powder charge on an accurate reloading scale. This die provides
only a visual reference that powder is present in the case without
removing the case from the shell plate.

Unpack the Powder Checker carefully. Look for and identify the
following items:

» Powder Checker die body with case guide and lock nut
+ Guide rods (2)

+ Guide rod tip, large and small

* Guide rod cap (vinyl)

* Indicating O-ring

PREPARING THE POWDER CHECKER

The first step in preparing the Powder Checker for use is to remove
any manufacturing oils or preservatives from inside the die and from
the guide rods and guide rod tips. Any oil left on these parts will
contaminate gun powder and can cause a misfire. Remove the oil
from these parts with Outers solvent.

Next, select one of the guide rods and slide the indicating O-ring
onto the rod. The final adjustment of the O-ring will be made in another
section. Thread the guide rod into the offset threaded hole in the top
of the Powder Checker die body. This will be the stationary guide rod.

Slide the O-ring onto one of the
guide rods.

Thread the guide rod into the top
of the die body.

Now, determine which guide rod tip (if any) needs to be installed
on the end of the sliding guide rod. Choose from one of the following
three configurations, depending on the caliber being reloaded.

Note: Do not force the sliding guide rod if it does not drop all the
way down into the die. When a case enters the case guide, the guide
will expand and allow the sliding guide rod to drop.

For .22 caliber and 6mm: Use the guide rod without a guide rod
tip. Place the guide rod cap over the threaded portion of the rod. Slide
the rod through the top of the Powder Checker Die and the unit is
ready for installation.

Thread a guide rod tip onto the
sliding guide rod.

Insert the guide rod into the die.

For .25 through .30 caliber: Thread the small guide rod tip onto
the guide rod and proceed with the assembly instructions.

For .32 caliber and larger: Thread the large guide rod tip onto the
guide rod and proceed with the assembly instructions.

Insert the guide rod through the bottom of the die. Place the white
guide rod cap on the top of the rod. The Powder Checker Die is now
ready for installation.

INSTALLING THE POWDER CHECKER

Thread the Powder Checker Die into a die station between the
powder charging and bullet seating stations on a progressive reloading
press. Allow about 8" between the bottom of the Powder Checker
Die and the shell plate when the ram is at the top of the stroke. Secure
the die with the die lock nut.

Install the Powder Checker in the
progressive reloading press.

Adjustthe O-ring so it is level with
the top of the cap.

USING THE POWDER CHECKER

First, determine that the powder measure being used with the
progressive press is dispensing the correct charge. Check the powder
charge on an accurate reloading scale. Remember, Powder Checker
does not measure powder. It only confirms that there is powder in
the case.

Next, adjust the indicating O-ring. To do this, a case with the correct
powder charge must be run up into the Powder Checker. Slide the
O-ring on the stationary guide bar so it is level with the top of the cap
on the sliding guide bar when it reaches the peak of travel.

Now the die is adjusted and ready to use. While reloading, develop
the habit of checking the sliding guide rod when the press ram is at
the top of the stroke. If the rod does not move, the case has not been
charged with powder. Remove the case from the shell plate, determine
the cause and correct the situation.

If the guide rod rises above the indicator O-ring, remove the case
from the shell plate to see if there is too much powder. If there is
an overcharge, determine the cause and correct the situation before
continuing with the reloading session.

POWDER CHECKER PARTS LIST -

®‘
KEY PARTNO. DESCRIPTION
1 87591 Powder Checker die body ‘ ;
2 87592 Guide Rod /
3 87593 Guide Rod Tip, Large o & _.i ;
3 87594 Guide RodTip, Small s’
4 87595 Indicating O-ring ‘ )
5 87596 Guide Rod Cap / Z/ A\\%
6 87597 Case Guide O






